
THE GROWING TREE
PLAYCARE &
PRESCHOOL

R E G G I O - E M I L I A ,  M O N T E S S O R I  &  W A L D O R F  I N S P I R E D

NEW LOCATION OPENING BY
SUMMER 2022!

1 2 8 3 1  N E  2 1 S T  P L ,  B E L L E V U E ,  9 8 0 0 5 ,  W A
E M A I L :  I N F O @ T H E G R O W I N G T R E E P L A Y C A R E . C O M

P H O N E :  4 2 5 - 5 0 2 - 7 7 9 4

LARGER SPACE, SAME PLAY-BASED APPROACH 

mailto:Info@thegrowingtreeplaycare.com


Our New Location

Our new location is just a 5
minute drive from our
current Growing Tree

location, off of Northup Way
in Bellevue.  

12831 NE 21st PL, Bellevue, 98005, WA



"If we want our children
to move mountains, we
first have to get them
out of their chairs"
-Nicolette Sowder 

There will be 6 beautifully designed classrooms with natural materials, soft colors,
wooden toys and cozy learning spaces. Although the building will be licensed as a
Childcare Center, our goal is to create each classroom to feel like an intimate homelike
center which fosters a sense of community. Each classroom will have unique materials
that represent different cultures, a plethora of quality books, and open ended toys and
activities that promote wonder and exploration.

Children will start in the class they will be in for the 2022-2023 school year and stay
with the same cohort of children until they leave for kindergarten. Each September
the class will move up to the next room. Teachers will have the option to move up
with the class or stay in their designated age-group. Each class will start with 2
teachers and a shared assistant teacher. As enrollment grows, we will add a 3rd
teacher to each class.

OUR CLASSROOMS



WADDLER
CLASSROOM
1 year old by 8/31/22
Starts with 8 children,
grows to 13 by fall. 

2 lead teachers
1 assistant teacher/ float 

TODDLER
CLASSROOM
2 years old by 8/31/22 
14 toddlers

2 lead teachers
1 assistant teacher/float

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
CLASSROOM
4 years old by 8/31/22 
15 Pre-Kindergarteners

2 lead teachers
1 assistant teacher/float 
(shared with 3's)

INFANT
CLASSROOM
Not yet 1 year old by 8/31/22 
2 classes of 8 infants

2 lead teachers  
1 assistant teacher  

OUR CLASSROOMS
BY AGE

PRESCHOOL
CLASSROOM
3 years old by 8/31/22 
17 preschool-age children

2 lead teachers
1 assistant teacher/ float 
(shared with 4's)



The building was previously an adult daycare, and thus the general layout was
exactly what we were looking for. We are renovating the building to bring it up to
code for the City of Bellevue and licensing. This includes expanding a few
classrooms, adding sinks and bathrooms to each classroom, replacing the floors
and painting.  We are currently in the permit process and have chosen a general
contractor. Renovations are currently slated to begin end of January and are
expected to take about 4 months. Once the building is complete, we will set up and
begin the licensing process, which typically takes up to 90 days. While we wait for
our license, children above 2.5 may start with half days. 

General Timeline:
Winter
- Permitting
- Begin taking applicants ($50 application fee)
- Touring current schools
- Renovations
- Begin reserving spaces (First month's tuition to lock in a space)
Spring
-Set up and go through licensing
-Tour new space
-Meet the teachers
-Slow start for children 2.5-5, half days
-Scheduled playtime with teachers for under 2.5
Summer- Officially open!

The Buildout



Schedules & Rates
H O U R S  O F  O P E R A T I O N :  6 : 3 0 A M - 6 : 3 0 P M .  

D R O P - O F F  A N D  P I C K  - U P  T I M E S  D U R I N G  H E A V Y  T R A F F I C  T I M E S
W I L L  B E  S T A G G E R E D  

E X T E N D E D  D A Y  
U P  T O  1 0  H O U R S  B E T W E E N
6 : 3 0 A M - 6 : 3 0 P M

P A R T I A L  D A Y  
9 : 3 0 A M - 3 : 0 0 P M

We will be prioritizing families needing full time care and reserving at least 60% of spaces
for Full Time. 30% of spaces will go to partial day, half day, M/W/F and T/Th schedules.
The remaining 10% of spaces will be divided for alternate schedules such as mix-matched

days or 1 day/week schedules.

M-F Infant/Waddler/Toddler class: $2730
M-F Preschool & PreK class: $2520
M/W/F Infant/Waddler/Toddler: $1900
M/W/F Preschool & PreK class: $1765
T/Th Infant/Waddler/Toddler class: $1365
T/Th Preschool & PreK class: $1260

M-F IInfant/Waddler/Toddler class: $2050
M-F Preschool & PreK class: $1890
M/W/F Infant/Waddler/Toddler class: $1425
M/W/F Preschool & PreK class: $1325
T/Th Infant/Waddler/Toddler class: $1025
T/Th Preschool & PreK class: $945

H A L F  D A Y  
A M  P I C K  U P  B Y  1 2 : 0 0 P M ,  
P M  D R O P  O F F  A F T E R  1 2 : 3 0 P M
* O N L Y  O F F E R E D  T O  C H I L D R E N  W I T H
S I B L I N G S  I N  Y O U N G E R  C L A S S  

M E A L  F E E S
5 days/week Infant/Waddler/Toddler: $1640
5 days/week Preschool & PreK class $1515
M/W/F Infant/Waddler/Toddler class: $1140
M/W/F Preschool & PreK class $1060 *
T/Th Infant/Waddler/Toddler class: $820 *
T/Th Preschool & PreK class: $760 *

$90/month for 5 days/week
$54 for 3 days
$36 for 2 days

A D D I T I O N A L  F E E S :
$50 Application Fee
$175 Annual Supply & Registration per
school year (Prorated for mid-year start
dates)
$25/day Late Tuition Fee
$5/minute Late Pick-up Fee

Monthly tuition rates increase 5% for each family annually in September.



N
at

u
ra

l P
la

yg
ro

u
n

d

O
u

td
o

o
r 

cl
as

sr
o

o
m

s

Atrium/Shared Studio/
Cozy Area

ABOUT OUR SPACES

N a t u r a l  P l a y g r o u n d
W e  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  b a d  w e a t h e r ,  j u s t  b a d
c l o t h i n g !  W e  g o  o u t s i d e  r a i n  o r  s h i n e ,  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2
h o u r s  a  d a y .  C h i l d r e n  w e a r  r a i n  s u i t s  a n d  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o
j u m p  i n  p u d d l e s ,  l o o k  f o r  i n s e c t s ,  a n d  m a k e  m u d  s o u p !  

O u r  l a r g e  o u t d o o r  p l a y g r o u n d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e
p r o p e r t y  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  f e n c e d  a n d  s p r e a d  w i t h  p l a y  c h i p s .   A
n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  w o o d e n  p l a y h o u s e s  w i l l  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h
s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s .  A  c l i m b i n g  d o m e  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  t o
b u i l d  g r o s s  m o t o r  s k i l l s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o b s t a c l e  c o u r s e s  m a d e
f r o m  s t u m p s ,  t i r e s  a n d  b e a m s .  

O p e n  e n d e d ,  i m a g i n a t i v e  p l a y  w i l l  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  w i t h  l o o s e
p a r t s  s u c h  a s  t i r e s ,  s t u m p s ,  b u c k e t s ,  g u t t e r s ,   a n d  2 x 4 ' s .  
 G r e e n e r y  a n d  g a r d e n  b e d s  w i l l  b e  t e n d e d  t o  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f
t h e  c h i l d r e n .  W e  w i l l  h a v e  2  p i c n i c  t a b l e s  u n d e r c o v e r  f o r  a r t ,
p r o v o c a t i o n s ,  p i c n i c s ,  a n d  r e a d i n g  b o o k s .  

O u t d o o r  C l a s s r o o m s
T h e r e  a r e  3  s m a l l e r  s i d e  y a r d s  t h a t  w i l l  e a c h  b e  d e d i c a t e d
t o  a n  a g e  g r o u p .  O u r  2  i n f a n t  c l a s s e s  w i l l  s h a r e  a n
o u t d o o r  c l a s s  w i t h  p a d d e d  f l o o r s ,  l o w  o b s t a c l e s  t o  c r a w l
o v e r ,  a n d  a r e a s  f o r  s e n s o r y  p l a y .  T h e  1  a n d  2  y e a r  o l d s
w i l l  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a n  o u t d o o r  c l a s s r o o m  w i t h  c a r s  a n d
t r u c k s  t o  p u s h  a r o u n d  a n d  a  s a n d  &  w a t e r  t a b l e .  T h e  3 - 5
y e a r  o l d s  ( P r e s c h o o l  a n d  P r e - K )  h a v e  a  g a r d e n  s p a c e  t o
t e n d  t o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s p a c e  f o r  b o o k s  a n d  e a s e l  p a i n t i n g .  

T h e  o u t d o o r  c l a s s e s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  f o r  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  a s  w e l l
a s  t h e  w h o l e  c l a s s .  T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u s e d  d u r i n g  q u i e t
t i m e  w h e n  s o m e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  n a p p i n g  o r  h a v e
w o k e n  u p .  

A t r i u m / S h a r e d
S t u d i o / C o z y  A r e a

T h e r e  i s  a  F o y e r  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  w h i c h  w i l l  b e
s h a r e d  b y  a l l  c l a s s r o o m s  a s  n e e d e d .  T h i s
s p a c e  w i l l  b e  t h e  s h a r e d  a r t  s t u d i o ,  w i t h  a
t a b l e  f o r  s m a l l  g r o u p s  a n d  a  p l e t h o r a  o f
s u p p l i e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  p a i n t
t o  s e a s h e l l s .  

T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  c o z y  c o r n e r  w i t h
p i c t u r e  b o o k s  a n d  a  c o u c h  f o r  s m a l l  g r o u p s
t o  u s e .  



I N F A N T  R O O M

D E C I D I N G  T O  S E N D  Y O U R  B A B Y  T O  D A Y C A R E  I S N T  A L W A Y S  A N  E A S Y  C H O I C E .  A T  G R O W I N G  T R E E ,  W E
B E L I E V E  T H A T  T H E  P A T H  T O  B E C O M I N G  A  H A P P Y  A N D  H E A L T H Y  A D U L T  S T A R T S  H E R E .  O U R  C A R E G I V E R S
G I V E  B A B I E S  T H E  L O V E  A N D  A T T E N T I O N  T H E Y  D E S E R V E  I N  A  S A F E ,  C L E A N ,  N U R T U R I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T .
O U R  I N F A N T  R O O M S  W I L L  B E  C A L M I N G ,  S O F T ,  A N D  I N C L U D E  S E N S O R Y - R I C H  A C T I V I T I E S .  C A R E G I V E R S  W I L L
S P E N D  T H E  D A Y  S N U G G L I N G  W I T H ,  R E A D I N G  T O ,  A N D  E N G A G I N G  O U R  Y O U N G E S T  L I T T L E  H U M A N S .  

E A C H  I N F A N T  R O O M  W I L L  H A V E  A  C H A N G I N G  S T A T I O N  W I T H  A  S I N K ,  R E F R I G E R A T O R  F O R  M I L K  A N D  F O O D ,
8  C R I B S ,  A  R O C K I N G  C H A I R ,  M A T S  A N D  A C T I V I T Y  G Y M S  F O R  T U M M Y  T I M E ,  S T R U C T U R E S  F O R  C L I M B I N G  O N
A N D  P U L L I N G  T H E M S E L V E S  U P  W I T H ,  S I L I C O N E  T E E T H I N G  T O Y S ,  W O O D E N  T O Y S ,  B O A R D  B O O K S ,  B L O C K S ,
A N D  L O T S  O F  L A R G E R  L O O S E  P A R T S .  T E A C H E R S  W I L L  F O L L O W  E A C H  I N F A N T ' S  I N D I V I D U A L  S C H E D U L E  F O R
S L E E P I N G ,  F E E D I N G  A N D  P L A Y  T I M E .  T H I S  W I L L  B E  R E C O R D E D  O N  T H E  P R O C A R E  C O N N E C T  A P P .  F A M I L I E S
W I L L  B R I N G  M I L K  A N D  F O O D  F R O M  H O M E  W H I L E  I N  T H E  I N F A N T  C L A S S R O O M .  

2  C L A S S R O O M S  W I T H  8  I N F A N T S  E A C H

2  L E A D  T E A C H E R S  P E R  C L A S S  A N D  1  A S S I S T A N T  T E A C H E R  P E R  C L A S S  
F O R  I N F A N T S  W H O  A R E  N O T  Y E T  1  Y E A R  B Y  8 / 3 1 / 2 2



Waddlers Room
S T A R T S  W I T H  8  C H I L D R E N  A N D  G R O W S  T O  1 3  B Y  F A L L .  
2  L E A D  T E A C H E R S
1  A S S I S T A N T  T E A C H E R /  F L O A T  ( S H A R E D  W I T H  2 ' S
C L A S S )
F O R  C H I L D R E N  W H O  W I L L  B E  1  Y E A R  O L D  B Y  8 / 3 1 / 2 2

T H E  W O R L D  O F  A  O N E  Y E A R  O L D  I S  F U L L  O F  W O N D E R !  T H E Y  A R E  L E A R N I N G  T O  W A L K ,
L E A R N I N G  N E W  W O R D S ,  A N D  B E C O M I N G  M O R E  I N D E P E N D E N T  E A C H  A N D  E V E R Y  D A Y .
E V E R Y  E X P E R I E N C E  I S  N E W  T O  T H E M ,  F R O M  L E A V E S  F A L L I N G  O N  A  C R I S P  A U T U M N  D A Y ,
T O  T H E  F E E L  O F  D R I E D  R I C E  I N  A  S E N S O R Y  B I N .  A T  T H I S  A G E  C H I L D R E N  B E G I N  T O  F O R M
F R I E N D S H I P S  A N D  W E  F O C U S  O N  S O C I A L - E M O T I O N A L  S K I L L S .  

O U R  O N E  Y E A R  O L D  R O O M  I S  F U L L  O F  R I C H  S E N S O R Y  A C T I V I T I E S ,  A  C L I M B E R  T O  C L I M B  U P
A N D  S L I D E  D O W N ,  C O Z Y  S P A C E S  T O  C U D D L E  U P  W I T H  A  T E A C H E R  A N D  R E A D  B O O K S ,  A
C O M M U N I T Y  R U G  F O R  M U S I C ,  D A N C E  A N D  G R O U P  A C T I V I T I E S ,  A N D  A  T A B L E  F O R  A R T  A N D
S C I E N C E  A C T I V I T I E S .  T H E  P R I M A R Y  N A P  T I M E  W I L L  B E  I N  T H E  A F T E R N O O N S ,  B U T
M O R N I N G  N A P S  W I L L  B E  O F F E R E D  O N  A N  I N D I V I D U A L  B A S E S .  M E A L S  W I L L  B E  O F F E R E D ,
B U T  F O O D  F R O M  H O M E  I S  A C C E P T E D .

.  



A t  a g e  t w o ,  w e  f o c u s  o u r  l e a r n i n g  o n
s o c i a l - e m o t i o n a l  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e
s k i l l s .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  l e a r n i n g  t o  s h a r e ,
p l a y  s i d e  b y  s i d e ,  u s e  t h e i r
i m a g i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  d e v e l o p  m o r e
v o c a b u l a r y .  T h e y  a r e  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o
p u t  t h e i r  s h o e s  a n d  c o a t s  o n  b y
t h e m s e l v e s ,  h o w  t o  e a t  m o r e
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e
b a t h r o o m .  O u r  t o d d l e r  e n v i r o n m e n t
w i l l  b e  s e t  u p  t o  t e a c h  a n d  e n c o u r a g e
t h e s e  s k i l l s .   

 
Wooden furniture will all be sized for little ones, tables
and chairs are low, a small kitchen and dramatic play
area, a climber with a slide, and low shelves for them to
access open-ended wooden toys and puzzles. A cozy
classroom library will always be available to expand their
vocabulary and encourage dialogue between the children
and teachers. A community circle rug will be in the center
of the class for daily group activities, singing and dancing.
Toddlers are given choices between 2 different activities
most of the day to encourage autonomy of their learning.
They are taking in the world around them, exploring,
pushing boundaries, and asking a million questions! Our
teachers help guide this curiosity through open-ended
play-based activities and provocations. Quiet time will be
between 1-3pm, but alternate activities will be provided
when they awake. Meals will be offered, but food from
home is accepted.

TODDLERS ROOM
 

Class of 14 children 
2 lead teachers and 1 assistant teacher/ float (shared with 1's class)

For children who will be 2 years by 8/31/22
 



PRESCHOOL ROOM
17 preschool-age children
2 lead teachers
1 assistant teacher/ float (shared with 4's)
Children must 3 years by 8/31/22 

The preschool years are all about exploring the world around
them. Preschoolers are curious, independent, confident, and
eager to learn. They are able to communicate easier with other
children and adults; resulting in friendships forming and motor
skills developing. 

Our preschool classroom will be full of different areas for
focused learning experiences. A dramatic play corner is full of
diverse real life materials such as clothes from different
cultures, play foods from around the world, baby dolls in all
skin tones, and unique household items such as silver spoons
and old telephones. A nature and STEM table set up with items
from nature, magnifying glasses, measuring tools, and books to
inspire curiosity and research answers. A sensory table will be
ever-changing with small motor tools to investigate different
textures and senses. The preschool classroom will have a
writing and an open-end process art table with a shelf of
materials to inspire and create with. Developmentally
appropriate toys, puzzles and games will fill the shelves and be
rotated as the season change. Numbers, letters, colors, and
shapes will be integrated into every day activities and
provocations. We do not believe in requiring worksheets or
flashcards for this age, instead they are invited and encouraged
to explore the teachers well thought out provocations. Quiet
time will be between 1-3pm, but alternate activities will be
provided when they awake. Meals will be offered, but food
from home are accepted. Children do NOT need to be potty
trained to join our Preschool class.



Pre-Kindergarten Classroom
15 PRE-KINDERGARTENERS

2 LEAD TEACHERS
1 ASSISTANT TEACHER/FLOAT

(SHARED WITH 3'S)

P r e - K i n d e r g a r t e n e r s  a r e  n o w  t h e  o l d e s t
a t  t h e  s c h o o l  b e f o r e  g r a d u a t i n g  t o
k i n d e r g a r t e n .  T h e y  a r e  s t r o n g - w i l l e d ,
c o n f i d e n t ,  a n d  c a r e f r e e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t
o f  t h e i r  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  y e a r s  a n d  w e
s t r i v e  t o  i n s t i l l  t h e i r  l o v e  f o r  l e a r n i n g
t h r o u g h  p l a y  a n d  w o n d e r .  W h i l e  f o c u s i n g
o n  t h e  s k i l l s  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  f o r
k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  o u r  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h a t
c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e  j o y f u l ,  h a p p y  a n d
w e l l - a d j u s t e d  l i t t l e  l e a r n e r s  w h o  a r e
a b l e  t o  s e c u r e l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r
f e e l i n g s  a n d  t h o u g h t s .  

O u r  P r e - K i n d e r g a r t e n  c l a s s  w i l l  b e  f u l l  o f
a r e a s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d
d i s c o v e r y .  W e l l  p l a n n e d  p r o v o c a t i o n s
w i l l  b e  s e t  o u t  b y  t e a c h e r s  t o  s p a r k
c u r i o s i t y .  O u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
t e a c h  c h i l d r e n  h o w  t o  t h i n k  a n d  l e a r n
r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  t o  t h i n k .  O u r  P r e - K
c l a s s r o o m  w i l l  h a v e  a  b e a u t i f u l  d r a m a t i c
p l a y  a r e a  t h a t  c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  s e a s o n s   
a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  i t e m s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e
w o r l d .  D e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o y s ,
g a m e s ,  a n d  p u z z l e s  w i l l  b e  r o t a t e d  i n
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a
l a r g e ,  s o f t - c o l o r e d  c o m m u n i t y  c i r c l e  r u g
f o r  c l a s s  m e e t i n g s  a n d  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s .
A  l a r g e  t a b l e  w i l l  b e  o p e n  f o r  a r t  a n d
g r o u p  s c i e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  a c c e s s i b l e
m a t e r i a l s .  A  n a t u r e  a n d  S T E M  t a b l e  w i l l
b e  s e t  u p  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a n d  u s i n g
m e a s u r i n g  t o o l s ,  m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s e s ,
b e a k e r s ,  a n d  s c a l e s .  A  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f
b o o k s  w i l l  b e  s e t  o u t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c l a s s r o o m  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s
s e t  o u t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a  c o z y  r e a d i n g
n o o k  w i t h  p i l l o w s .  Q u i e t  t i m e  w i l l  b e
o f f e r e d  b u t  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  f u l l  d a y
c h i l d r e n .  M e a l s  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d ,  b u t  f o o d
f r o m  h o m e  i s  a c c e p t e d .



WHAT WE BELIEVE 

PROGRESSIVE CURRICULUM NATURE BASED

Experience-based learning is a central
theme at Growing Tree. Our teachers
guide children how to think, rather
than what to think. We offer activities
and a learning environment which
encourages children to take
ownership in their own learning and
be curious about the world around
them. Teachers observe, ask
questions, and alter the curriculum
based on the children’s interests and
skill level. We strive to raise critical
thinkers and nurture children’s innate
curiosity in the world around them. 

At The Growing Tree, we believe there
is no such thing as bad weather, just
poor clothing! We spend at least 2
hours outside each day, rain or shine!
Children keep rain gear at school so
they are prepared for the elements.
Spending time outdoors has many
benefits to children's health,
development, and happiness. Studies
have shown that spending more time
outdoors builds immunity, promotes
physical health, develops sensory
skills, increases attention span and
contributes to cognitive and social
development. In addition to outdoor
play, we bring nature indoors! 

Our new space will have natural
colors, soft lighting, wooden furniture
and materials, natural loose parts, and
be filled with classrooms with indoor
plants. 

CLICK HERE TO READ ONE OF OUR
FAVORITE ARTICLES ABOUT OUTDOOR

PLAY FROM NAEYC OR HERE TO READ ONE
FROM HARVARD HEALTH 

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/may2019/outdoor-play-is-essential
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/6-reasons-children-need-to-play-outside-2018052213880
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/6-reasons-children-need-to-play-outside-2018052213880


NORDIC INFLUENCE COMPASSION AND EMPATHY

The Nordic model revolves around
childhood, children's well-being, play
and learning through participation
and discovery. There is a large focus
on curiosity, creativity, and the idea
that children are the world's most
valuable resource. Nordic parents and
educators are strong believers in
unstructured outdoor play to teach
children to better understand their
place in relation to the natural world,
to appreciate the need for preserving
the environment, and to strive to be
more sustainable. We have adopted
the Swedish word friluftsliv, which
means being close to nature and the
Danish word Hygge which means a
feeling of coziness and contentment. 

Every child is born with a sense of
compassion and empathy. It is a complex
skill that will continue to develop
through their life. Teachers model
compassion, validate a child's big
emotions, role play, and work through
difficult conflicts with the child to teach
them the skills they need to problem
solve. Saying "sorry" does not help them
learn empathy. A more meaningful
approach is to focus on the other
person's feelings. We believe children
deserve to be treated with respect and
taught to treat people of all races,
abilities, and backgrounds with kindness
and decency. 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 

"Gardens and children need the same
things-- patience, love and someone who

will never give up on them.."
--Nicolette Sowder



WHAT WE BELIEVE 

REGGIO EMILIA, MONTESSORI,
& WALDORF INSPIRED

PLAY-BASED LEARNING

Each of these philosophies are
wonderful on their own, but we do
not believe there is only one right
method to approach early childhood
education. Therefore we use a blend
of each approach that results in
multi-age classrooms, child-centered
learning, and an emphasis on art,
play, and nature.

Meaningful play is open-ended, fun,
spontaneous and intrinsically
motivated by the child. A play-based
approach is characterized by
learning through exploration,
discovery, and trial-and-error. Not
only is play fun, but it promotes
children’s cognitive, social,
emotional, psychological and
physical development. At Growing
Tree we provide extended amounts
of unstructured free play in a
supportive environment. We balance
structured activities and free play to
instill a sense of curiosity and
purposeful learning. Children are
given a lot of choice when it comes
to their daily activities and duration
of each activity. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE ABOUT THE
BENEFITS OF PLAY-BASED LEARNING

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MONTESSORI,

WALDORF AND REGGIO-EMILIA?
SEE A VISUAL HERE OR LEARN MORE HERE 

OR HERE

https://www.aappublications.org/news/2018/08/20/play082018
https://visual.ly/community/Infographics/animals/big-three-comparing-montessori-waldorf-and-reggio-emilia-learning
https://theconversation.com/montessori-steiner-or-reggio-emilia-which-childcare-philosophy-is-best-for-your-family-131457https:/theconversation.com/montessori-steiner-or-reggio-emilia-which-childcare-philosophy-is-best-for-your-family-131457
https://theconversation.com/montessori-steiner-or-reggio-emilia-which-childcare-philosophy-is-best-for-your-family-131457https:/theconversation.com/montessori-steiner-or-reggio-emilia-which-childcare-philosophy-is-best-for-your-family-131457
https://ohparent.com/montessori-reggio-emilia-and-waldorf-whats-the-difference/


PROCESS OVER PRODUCT- 
WE GET MESSY!

PARTNERS IN PARENTING

Process-based learning is a holistic
approach. Aspects of learning are
thought of in a more broad sense,
rather than teaching to specific
targeted objectives. For the teacher,
the process of the learning becomes
the objective where learner decides
where the process will go, the pace
and direction of the learning, and
therefore the pace and the direction
of the teaching. The teacher may
prompt and try different strategies to
elicit progress but will ultimately be
guided to the learning outcome by
the student (Imray and Hinchcliffe;
2014).

You want what is best for your child,
and so do we! At Growing Tree, we
strive to partner with families to
develop individual learning plans
that set your child up for a lifetime of
success. We believe in building
personal connections with families
and creating a sense of community
throughout our school. 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 

LEARN MORE ABOUT PROCESS ART FROM
NAEYC HERE 

OR CHECK OUT THIS GREAT ARTICLE FROM OUR 
 FRIEND MELANIE AT EAT PLAY PAINT ABOUT

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR LITTLE
ARTIST! 

HERE IS ANOTHER GREAT ARTICLE ABOUT
PROCESS ART FROM TINKERLAB 

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2014/process-art-experiences
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2014/process-art-experiences
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2014/process-art-experiences
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2014/process-art-experiences
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2014/process-art-experiences
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/feb2014/process-art-experiences
https://tinkerlab.com/what-is-process-art-for-kids/
https://tinkerlab.com/what-is-process-art-for-kids/


our  emergent
curriculum

L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T

O u r  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  a l l  a b o u t

s p a r k i n g  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  w o n d e r !

T h e  t e a c h e r s  s e t  u p  t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t

a c t i v i t i e s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  c a n

e x p l o r e ,  c r e a t e ,  a n d  l e a r n

t h r o u g h  p l a y .  T h e  y e a r  f o l l o w s

t h e  s e a s o n s  a n d  t h e  c o n s t a n t

c h a n g e s  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d

a r o u n d  u s .  T h e  t e a c h e r s  p a y

c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s

i n t e r e s t  a n d  d e s i g n  m e a n i n g f u l

l e s s o n s  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  e x c i t e s

t h e m .  T h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  e a c h  u n i t

c a n  v a r y  a n d  o v e r l a p  w i t h  o t h e r

u n i t s .  S c h o o l  r e a d i n e s s  s k i l l s

s u c h  a s  n u m b e r  a n d  l e t t e r

c o n c e p t s  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o

e v e r y  l e s s o n  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y

a p p r o p r i a t e  m a n n e r s .  

P L A Y  B A S E D  L E A R N I N G  F R O M  N A E Y C

T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  N A T U R E  P L A Y  

E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  D E V E L O P M E N T A L  G U I D E L I N E S  

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E ?  

C L I C K  T O  C H E C K  O U T  S O M E

O F  O U R  F A V O R I T E  A R T I C L E S  &

R E S O U R C E S  B E L O W  

https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-%20shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/pubs/this-is-play-chap-1-excerpt.pdf
https://naturalstart.org/feature-%20stories/parent%E2%80%99s-guide-nature-play
https://naturalstart.org/feature-%20stories/parent%E2%80%99s-guide-nature-play
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/EL_0015.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/EL_0015.pdf


Enrichment Programs

Enrichment programs such as music, dance, yoga,
and woodworking are included throughout the week!
The days and times will vary based on the classroomand age of the children. 

 Seasonal community events are held on weekends
and evenings. Examples of these events include

meeting at a pumpkin patch in the fall, renting out
KidsQuest in the winter, visiting a zoo in the spring,and a summer picnic!



GREEN SPROUTS
MEALS PROVIDED BY

With many allergies and dietary restrictions, we understand that some families prefer to bring their
own food from home. Snacks will be included in tuition, but families can decide to order lunches
each month for $4.50/day. 

Meals will be delivered daily by Green Sprouts Food. Their menu features the highest quality
seasonal organic, natural and sustainably farmed produce, meats and seafood, and is sourced
primarily from the Pacific Northwest. Their chefs create "brilliant, nutritious and engaging meals for
young learners that draw from diverse sources and global cuisines." They have a regular menu and
an allergen menu. All meals exceed USDA's food requirements. 

Click here to visit their website and view the menu  

https://greensproutsfood.com/menu/


S E P T E M B E R

D E C E M B E R

2022 CLOSURES
W E  A R E  A  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  W I T H O U T  B A C K U P  E M P L O Y E E S  A N D  T H E R E F O R E
S C H E D U L E  H O L I D A Y  V A C A T I O N  A H E A D  O F  T I M E .  W E  H O P E  T H A T  B Y
P R O V I D I N G  A  S C H E D U L E  T O  F A M I L I E S  I N  A D V A N C E ,  Y O U  C A N  M A K E  O T H E R
A R R A N G E M E N T S  O R  T A K E  F A M I L Y  V A C A T I O N S  O F  Y O U R  O W N !  T U I T I O N  I S
B A S E D  O N  A  Y E A R L Y  R A T E  A N D  D I V I D E D  E V E N L Y  A M O N G  T H E  1 2  M O N T H S  O F
T H E  Y E A R ,  R E G A R D L E S S  O F  C L O S U R E S ,  H O L I D A Y S ,  A N D  V A C A T I O N S .  T H E
G R O W I N G  T R E E  W I L L  B E  C L O S E D  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  D A T E S :

J A N U A R Y J U L Y

O C T O B E R

11th-15th-Closed for Spring Break

F E B R U A R Y
Not expected to be open yet

M A R C H

A P R I L

M A Y
26th-27th- Professional Development Days
30th - Memorial Day

J U N E

20th- Juneteenth 

July 4th-8th Independence
Day/Summer Break 

A U G U S T

N O V E M B E R

No closures scheduled 

1st-2nd: Professional Development Days 
5th- Labor Day
6th- First Day of School

No closures scheduled

10th-Professional Development Day
11th: Veterans Day/ Teacher Training Prep
Day
24th-25th: Thanksgiving

26th-30th: Winter Break

Not expected to be open yet

Not expected to be open yet



S E P T E M B E R

D E C E M B E R

2023 CLOSURES

J A N U A R Y J U L Y

2rd- Return from Winter Break 
16th- MLK Jr. Day 

O C T O B E R

10th-14th- Spring Break

F E B R U A R Y
16-17th- Professional Development Day
20th- President’s Day 

M A R C H
No closures scheduled

A P R I L

M A Y
25th-26th- Professional Development Day
29th - Memorial Day

J U N E

19th- Juneteenth 

3rd-7th Independence Day/Summer
Break 

A U G U S T

N O V E M B E R

31st- Professional Development Day 

1st-Professional Development Day
4th- Labor Day

No closures scheduled

9th-Professional Devleopment Day
10th- Veterans Day 
23rd-24th: Thanksgiving

25th-29th: Winter Break
January 1st- New Years Day



Parents must take child's temperature before
coming to school and medicine may not be given
to reduce fever before school. Temperatures will
be checked by teachers throughout the day and
teachers may send children home if they feel
they are too sick to be at school  

Daily Temperature Checks

Increased Hand Washing &
Additional Cleaning Procedures

We practice additional hand washing for both teachers
and children, including but not limited to: arrivals,
transitions, before and after meals, after high-contact
activities, and with potty or diapering activities. 
Toys and surfaces are cleaned, disinfected, and
laundered regularly.  

Masks are required for teachers throughout the day
and parents during drop off/pick up. Children over 5
are required to wear a mask. Mask wearing is strongly
encouraged for children ages 2-5. Children under 2 will
not wear any face coverings.

Mask PolicyAll Teachers are Vaccinated
& Wear Masks
Teachers and specialists are all fully vaccinated
and wear masks. Adults wear masks at pick up
and drop off. 

Play it Safe! 
Please play it safe! Do not
rush back to school if there
is any hesitation. It puts the
child, other children, other
families, and teachers at risk. 

Safe Return to School 

Doctor’s note and/or proof of a negative Covid-19 test
are required upon return for children with any
symptoms. Children must be symptom free of any non-
COVID illness for at least 24hrs (48hrs is preferable)
before returning.

Depending on the CDC recommendations, travel
restrictions may be in place .

Illness Policy
Children will be closely monitored for symptoms
upon entrance and throughout the day. If any
symptoms are present throughout the household,
children must stay home until symptom free for at
least 24 hours. Illness policy currently includes all
household members.

At Growing Tree, we have been taking our Covid precautions very seriously and
following all King County, CDC and DOH recommendations to minimize risk of

spreading sickness 

OUR COVID POLICY



We met as toddlers at a home-based daycare on Mercer Island. As children we were always found with baby dolls in our arms or
even assisting with the younger infants at our daycare. In middle school our entrepreneural spirit engaged and we started a
neighborhood babysitting business. With dreams of one day starting our own childcare business, we both attended Washington
State University and earned our degrees in Early Childhood Education. Our wonderful daycare experience set us on our life path
to open a daycare of our own!

After graduating from college in 2011, we spent the next few years gathering invaluable experience by working at local
daycares. We got hands on lessons about running a daycare and began planning how to incorporate our own childcare
philosophies and open a business of our own.
 
2013: opened The Growing Tree Playcare & Preschool, a licensed home daycare in Bellevue, WA. 
2016: opened The Treehouse Playcare & Preschool for children 2.5-4 years old. 
2019: added a Pre-Kindergarten Annex to Treehouse Playcare & Preschool for children 4 and 5 years old.
2022: Opening The Growing Tree center! 
 
We started with just the two of us doing all the teaching and have grown to a current team of 15 wonderful teachers. Our
program and curriculum continues to grow and adapt. We take great pride in continuing education and stay up to date with the
latest research in early childhood eduction.

Our mission is simple. We want to provide a unique, enriching, and loving environment for children to thrive in. All of our
locations are play and nature-based to help us accomplish this. A curriculum inspired by a blend of philosophies by Montessori,
Reggio Emilia, and Waldorf approaches will help your child learn, grow, and be happy.

We look forward to meeting you and your family!

-Jessi and Alli

https://www.thegrowingtreeplaycare.com/about-growing-tree


MS. FAITH WILL BE JOINGING THE NEW SCHOOL AS A LEAD INFANT TEACHER. FAITH
JOINED OUR TEAM IN 2019.  FAITH HAS A BACKGROUND IN NANNYING AND DECIDED TO
SWITCH INTO EDUCATION. SHE WILL BE WORKING TOWARDS HER EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION DEGREE THIS YEAR. 

MS. CHLOE IS EXCITED TO BE LEADING OUR PRE-KINDERGARTEN CLASSROOM! SHE
GRADUATED LESLEY UNIVERSITY WITH A DEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY AND EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN 2018.  CHLOE HAS BEEN WITH US SINCE HER MOVE TO
SEATTLE IN 2020. AFTER DISCOVERING HER LOVE FOR THE PRE-K AGE GROUP WE KNEW
SHE WOULD BE A PERFECT PERSON TO LEAD THE PRE-K TEAM. 

MS. EMILIE WILL BE JOINING OUR WADDLERS CLASS AS A LEAD TEACHER! EMILIE
JOINED OUR TEAM IN EARLY 2020 AS A LEAD TEACHER AT GROWING TREE WHERE SHE
HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH KIDS OF ALL AGES! EMILIE HAS AN AA IN
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT AND A BA IN PSYCHOLOGY. 

MS. BROOKE BEGAN WORKING AT THE GROWING TREE IN MARCH OF 2016.  SHE
GRADUATED FROM BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY WITH A DEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY. BROOKE
DECIDED TO PERSUE HER PASSION FOR TEACHING AFTER MOVING TO SEATTLE IN LATE
2015.  IT FEELS LIKE SHE HAS BEEN WITH US SINCE DAY ONE AND MAKES A WONDERFUL
ADDITION TO OUR TEAM. SHE'LL BE TRANSITIONING INTO A PROGRAM SUPERVISOR
ROLE AFTER RETURNING FROM HER MATERNITY LEAVE THIS SPRING. 

Faith Woods Chloe O'Hare

Brooke Love EmilieHill 



W H A T  W E  L O O K  F O R

H I R I N G  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  Q U A L I F I E D  T E A C H E R S  I S
E X T R E M E L Y  I M P O R T A N T  T O  U S .  N O T  O N L Y  D O  W E  L O O K
F O R  T E A C H E R S  W I T H  Y E A R S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E  W O R K I N G
W I T H  C H I L D R E N  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  I N  E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D
E D U C A T I O N ,  W E  L O O K  F O R  P E O P L E  W H O  A R E  A B S O L U T E L Y
P A S S I O N A T E  A B O U T  W H A T  T H E Y  D O !  W E  W A N T  O U R
T E A C H E R S  T O  L O V E  C O M I N G  T O  W O R K  E A C H  D A Y ,  T O
M A K E  C O N N E C T I O N S  W I T H  E A C H  C H I L D ,  A N D  T O  W O R K
W E L L  W I T H  T H E  T E A M  O F  T E A C H E R S .  W E  L O O K  F O R
T E A C H E R S  W H O  A R E  E X P E R I E N C E D  I N  A N D  W I L L I N G  T O
L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  R E G G I O  E M I L I A ,  W A L D O R F  A N D
M O N T E S S O R I  P H I L O S O P H I E S ,  A S  W E L L  A S  P L A Y  A N D
N A T U R E  B A S E D  E D U C A T I O N .  

T O  H E L P  R E D U C E  T U R N  O V E R ,  A L L  S T A F F  S T A R T  W I T H  A
T R I A L  P E R I O D .  D U R I N G  T H I S  T I M E  W E  W A N T  T O  M A K E
S U R E  I T  I S  A  G O O D  F I T  I N  A L L  A C C O U N T S  A N D  M A Y  T R Y
T H E M  O U T  I N  D I F F E R E N T  C L A S S R O O M S ,  W I T H  D I F F E R E N T
C O - T E A C H E R S  O R  A G E S .  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  T R I A L
P E R I O D ,  I F  B O T H  P A R T I E S  F E E L  I T  I S  T H E  P E R F E C T  F I T ,
T E A C H E R S  S I G N  A  Y E A R  C O N T R A C T .  

A L L  S T A F F  M E E T  T H E  D C Y F  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R
C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  ( S T A R S  H O U R S ) ,  U N D E R G O
T R A I N I N G  B Y  T H E  D I R E C T O R ,  P A S S  B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K S ,
A R E  C P R  A N D  F I R S T  A I D  C E R T I F I E D ,  H A V E  A  C U R R E N T
F O O D  H A N D L E R S  P E R M I T ,  H A V E  A  N E G A T I V E  T B  T E S T ,  A N D
A R E  F U L L Y  V A C C I N A T E D  A G A I N S T  C O V I D - 1 9 .  

 



How to enroll
F I L L  O U T  T H I S  A P P L I C A T I O N

T O  R E G I S T E R  F O R  T H E

W A I T L I S T .  I T  D O E S  N O T

M E A N  Y O U R  S P A C E  I S

G U A R A N T E E D .  W E  W I L L

R E V I E W  T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N

Q U E S T I O N S ,  L O O K  A T  A G E S

A N D  S C H E D U L E S .  

C L I C K  H E R E

S E T  U P  A  V I R T U A L  O R  I N -

P E R S O N  T O U R  O F  O U R

C U R R E N T  S P A C E  T O  G E T  A N

O V E R V I E W  O F  T H E

P R O G R A M

W E  W I L L  G I V E  U P D A T E S  O N

B U I L D I N G  P R O G R E S S

A S  S O O N  A S  W E  H A V E  A

B E T T E R  I D E A  O F  O P E N I N G

D A T E ,  W E  W I L L  S T A R T

L O C K I N G  I N  S P A C E S  ( M O S T

L I K E L Y  F E B R U A R Y )  W I T H

F I R S T  M O N T H S  T U I T I O N

S T A Y  T U N E D  T O  T O U R  T H E

N E W  S P A C E ,  M E E T  T H E

T E A C H E R S ,  A N D  F O R

O P E N I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N ! W E

H O P E  Y O U  J O I N  O U R  G T

F A M I L Y !  

https://schools.procareconnect.com/register/0f644de2-a0ad-46c5-8385-da1c728a9c4f

